Charadriidae: plovers

Caspian Plover

Asiatiese Strandkiewiet
Charadrius asiaticus

CASPIAN PLOVER

Theonly Pdearctic migrant plover visiting theregion
tofrequent dryland habitats, the Caspian Plover occurs
in southern Africamainly in thelacustrine grasdands
onthenorthern periphery of theKaahari inBotswana,
with smaller numbersin northern Namibia, especidly
the Etosha Pan, and in western Zimbabwe. There is
ascatter of recordsfrom the Transvad and Free State
dwindling southwards into the Cape Province and
KwaZulu-Natd. The main nonbreeding grounds are
on the plains of East Africa. It is easily overlooked
unlessin flight.

It occurs mainly in flocks of 20-50 hirds, but in
Botswanaflocks of 600—1000 occur. Although found
inavariety of different vegetation types, it favours
open, parsdly vegetated plains (often sdine), such as
thelacudtrine pan and fossil drainage systems of north-
ern Botswang; it dso occurs on short-grazed parts of
broad floodplains and, on passage, on the damp sand-
banks and pebble beds of the Zambezi River. Exten-
siveploughed landsare sometimes used, but it prefers
an undisturbed substrate with grazed grass and bare
paiches; it avoidstotdly overgrazed areas lacking insect food.

It arrives from late-August, with the main influx September—
November (Taylor 1979; Irwin 1981; Herremans 1994d). There
aresuggestions, not clearly supported by themodeds, that it under-
takesaloop migration, arriving first in Zimbabwe and Botswana,
moving westwards and southwestwards towards Namibia later
when the summer rains commence there, before migrating north-
wards February—March (Irwin 1981; Ginn et al. 1989). The as-
sumption of loop migration was derived from alack of evidence
for return passagein the east of theregion (Irwin 1981), but return
passage is inconspicuous even in the western part of the range
(Taylor 1979), indicating that departureis Smply very fast with
few stopovers (Cramp et al. 1983; Urban et al. 1986). Arriva on
the breeding grounds, which lie in the steppes to the east of the
Caspian Seq, isfrom early April (Cramp et al. 1983).

It wasdescribed as‘ widdly spread’ a thebeginning of the20th
century (Stark & Sclater 1906); for example, Brown (1905)
observed largeflocksinthevicinity of the SvartkopsRiver estuary
(3325DC). There has been a contraction in range and a decline
in numbers, with ashift to the more mesic northeastern part of the
region, particularly during drought years (Tarboton et al. 1987b).
Until the late 1980s it was arare visitor to Zimbabwe, except in
the dry west; with droughtsit has
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Recorded in 198 grid cells, 4.4%
Total number of records: 328
Mean reporting rate for range: 3.0%

Reporting rates for vegetation types

o 1.2 3
Okavango 2.8 m—

Northern Kalahari 1.8 m—

Mopane 1.7 —

Arid Woodland 0.5 mm

Southern Kalahari 0.2 m

Miombo 0.2 m
Succulent Karoo 0.2 m

Also marginally in Namib, Central Kalahari, Sweet Grasslands and Nama
Karoo.
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Models of seasonality for Zones. Number of records (top to bottom, left to right):

Occurrence: 136, 40, 15, 7, 46, 72, 10, 0.



