Glareolidae: coursers and pratincoles 449
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One of two completely nocturnal coursers found in I .
southern Africa, the Thresbanded Courser isgeneraly 34
much commoner, where it occurs, than the Bronze- |
winged Courser R chalcopterus (pers. obs), dthough 10° 1 18° 2r 26° 30° 340
the opposite is true in northern Namibia. Its distri-
butionintheregioniscentredin Zimbabwewith sporadic records
in eastern Botswana and northcentral Namibia In the Transvad
it occurs only peripheraly and rarely. North of the alasregion it
extends discontinuoudy through Zambiato Somaia and Sudan Recorded in 134 grid cells, 3.0%
(Urben et al. 1986). Total number of records: 395
Most recordswere probebly collected at night wheniit favours Mean reporting rate for range: 6.9%
the bare surfaces of dirt roadsto find prey, but during breeding it
can be located by its digtinctive call.
Itisabird of open lowveld woodland, especidly Mopane and
Acacia-covered dluvia soils (Ginn et al. 1989). In the Zambezi
Valley it appearsto prefer poorly developed or e ephant-damaged
Maopane or mixed scrub with many open patches of bare soil. On Reporting rates for vegetation types
the plateau it occurslocdly in Miombo; the reason for thislocal- % 0 1 2 3
ized occurrence is not known but may be related to a paucity of L 7 T g
open bare ground in this woodland type (Ginn et al. 1989). Mopane 2.5 m—
There has been controversy as to whether this courser is Miombo 1.1 se—
migratory. In Zimbabwe it is consdered to be resident at lower Arid Woodland 0.7
atitudes with the higher-atitude populations occurring either Northern Kalahari 0.2 m
irregularly or possibly seasondly (Irwin 1981). In Zambiait iscon- Okavango 0.1 1
Sdered resident (Benson et al. 1971). The atlas data are few but
suggest a summer influx at the southern edge of the range.
Brewster (1993, 19944) indicated an expansionto thesouthinwet
years.
Atlasbreeding recordswerefrom
May—November, which agreeswell 3t L. . . — 1w
with [rwin (1981). 2 t e . °
Although sometimesfound al-  * 1 | Lo o T o 012
most alongside the Bronzewinged . s o o .
Courss, itisnot knownwhat degree 3t - ° Bl
of ecological separation existshe- 2 | - o
tween these species. €. — 122
The historical distributiond lim- € e T T
itsareunlikely tohavediffered much ¢ s - lao 2
fromtoday’s, dthoughdestructionof & 2 L g
Acacia woodiand on dluvid sands ¢ 1 : 0
insouthesstern Zimbabwemay have £ 5
caused local declines (Ginnetal. 8§ 3 | - 1 4o B
1989). 2 | -
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Models of seasonality for Zones. Number of records (top to bottom, left to right):
Occurrence: 5, 0, 0, 0, 309, 78, 0, 0; Breeding: 0, 0, 0, 0, 17, 2, 0, O.



