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Yellowstreaked Bulbul

Pycnonotidae: bulbuls

Geel streepboskrui per
Phyllastrephusflavostriatus

YELLOWSTREAKED BULBUL

The Yellowstreaked Bulbul is an Afrotropical
specieswhich rangesfrom the Albertine rift moun-
tains of eastern Zaire, south to the coastal forests
of the eastern Cape Province (Keith et al. 1992).
In South Africait hasadigunct distribution and is
common in some forests but is absent from others.

Clancey (1980b) recognized three subspeciesin
theatlasregion: P. . distanshasanisolated distrib-
ution in the Transkel, dendrophilusisisolated in
the eastern Zimbabwean highlands and the scat-
tered populations in between congtitute the nomi-
nate race.

It had generally low reporting rates. Theyellow
streaking of the underpartsis not easily seen and
therefore not agood field characteristic; it isbetter
identified by its behaviour (Serle 1955). It isnoisy
and has a distinctive habit of flicking one or other
wing, exposing yellow underwing coverts.

The vegetation analysis indicates highest
reporting rates in the Eastern Zimbabwe High-
lands;, most records in Transvaa, KwaZulu-Natal
and eastern Cape Province were from Afromontaneforest. Al-
though sometimes found in the Valley Bushveld of the east-
ern Cape Province, Skead (1967b) stressed that thisis afor-
est species. In Swaziland, it is found only in lower atitude
Afromontane forests (Parker 1994).

There is no evidence of seasonal movement in the atlas
region. In Malawi, territory holders are essentialy sedentary
(Dowssett 1985) and dispersal between forest patches occurs
through intervening woodland (Dowsett-Lemaire 1984).
Breeding is known to occur in the summer months October—
January (Maclean 1993b).

Itisusualy encountered in groupsof 5-6 birds. Itisaregu-
lar member of mixed bird partiesin the dry season, foraging
at dl levelsfrom undergrowth to canopy. Arthropodsformthe
bulk of its diet (Keith et al. 1992).

The Yéellowstreaked Bulbul is not considered to be at risk
in southern Africa, but the digunct nature of its distribution,
and the pressure on forest patches from human populations
and runaway fires, threaten small isolated populations.
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Recorded in 53 grid cells, 1.2%
Total number of records: 532
Mean reporting rate for range: 11.5%
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Models of seasonality for Zones. Number of records (top to bottom, left to right):
Occurrence: 0, 0, 0, 0, 233, 214, 54, 31; Breeding: 0,0, 0,0, 6, 1,0, 2.



