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Par adise Flycatcher
Paradysvlieévanger
Terpsiphoneviridis

The Paradise Flycatcher is common over the
south and east of southern Africa, and aso - .~
occurs more sparsdly in parts of the western
interior. It ranges continuoudly fromthewest-
ern CapeProvinceto KwaZulu-Natd, Swazi-
land, most of the Transvad and the adjacent
hardveld in eastern Botswana, Zimbabwe,
the Okavango and Caprivi. Elsewhere in
Namibiait isthinly scattered, mainly in the
northern half. It aso occurs sparsely in the
Free State and the lower-lying west of
Lesotho. It avoids the Karoo and the Kda
hari. There are srongholdsin tropica aress
KwaZulu-Natal, Swaziland and the Trans-
vad lowveld, further north in the Okavango
and Caprivi, and on the plateau in northern
Zimbabwe. In Swaziland the population is
estimated at 20 000 birds (Parker 1994).
Beyond southern Africait occursover most of sub-Saharan Africa
and is dso found in southwestern Arabia (Maclean 1993h).

Two subspeciesarerecognized intheregion: T. v. granti occurs
in the broad coadtd region from the southwestern Cape Province
to northern KwaZulu-Natal, while plumbeiceps occupies the
interior from the Free State and Swaziland northwards (Clancey
1980b; Clancey et al. 1991).

Itisdigtinctive, noisy and eesily gpproached. Theatlasrecords
are religble and comprehensive.

Habitat: Atlasrecords coincide dmost entirdly with the distri-
bution of woodlands, with the exception of most of the Kdahari.
Evergreen forests and broadleaved woodlandshad rdletively high
reporting rates. Tredess hiomes are used where dlien trees have
been planted. Thisis particularly evident in the southern Trans-
vad whereit is regular in well-wooded towns and suburbs, and
largely absent in rurd areas. Alien trees are dso used in Karoo
gardens (Skead 1967b), and in the midst of natural woodlands
(Winterbottom 1971c¢). The species does not occur uniformly
within natura evergreenforest. It prefersriverinestrips, andinthe
absence of these uses ‘tunnels’ of overhanging branches over
small forest streams (Skead 19644d). Clancey (1964b) indicated it
only on the edges of dimax forest. Particularly in the drier areas
it becomes mostly associated with riparian vegetation (Tarboton
et al. 1987b; Penry 1994).

Movements: Therace plumbeiceps wintersin the equatoria
region, amost to 5°N in Cameroon and Zaire (Benson 1982b).
Occasiondly someremain in winter asfar south asthe low-lying
areas of Zimbabwe and Botswana (Irwin 1981; Herremans
1994d). The coastd race, granti, migrates dong the coast and
winters in northern KwaZulu-Nata, Swaziland, Mozambique,
and peripheraly into the lowveld of Zimbabwe and the north-
eatern Transvad (Clancey 1971c; Cyrus & Robson 1980; Irwin
1981; Tarboton et al. 1987b; Berruti et al. 1994a; Parker 1994).
A Piglermaritzburg (2930CB) breeder was recovered in northern
Mozambique (Elliott & Hunter 1974). In KwaZulu-Natd there
is dso amarked dtitudind component to the movementswith a
marked winter decrease in reporting rates above 300 m (Berruti
et al. 1994).

The coadtd race gartsto arrive on the breeding grounds from
early September onwards, whiletheinland form arrivesfrom late
September. Occupation of most of the range appears to be quite
rapid, athough in arid areas arrivd is delayed: on average only
by late November in southeastern Botswana, seven weeks later
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than in the Okavango (Herremans 1994d).
Thepopulaion remainsstatic until February,
the northward migration beginningin March.
Departure is more protracted then arrival.
Breeding: Theseasonisclealy defined,
and similar in the southern and southeestern
parts of the range (Zones 4 and 6-8). Most
nesting spans September—March, with apesk
November—December. The pesk tendsto be
dightly earlier (November) inthefar north of
the range (Zones 1 and 5). Breeding data
fromZone2, wherebirdsarrivelater, aredso
later. Themodd s confirm existing egglaying
dates (Winterbottom 1968a; Dean 1971;
Irwin 1981; Tarboton et al. 1987b; Skinner
19953).
Interspecific relationships: TheBlue-
mantled Fycatcher Trochocer cus cyanom:
elasisdosest totheParadise Flycatcher, both
taxonomicaly and ecologicaly. Thelatter is
alittle larger, but both forage in much the
same way and even have similar vocaliz-
ations. Ecologica separation is based on
: habitat, the Bluemantled being a true forest

bird, and dso aresident, while the migrant Paradise Hycatcher
occupies more seasona, deciduous woodland.

Itisan occasond hogt of the Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx
caprius (Maclean 1993b).
Historical distribution and conservation: Therange
appears to have expanded dightly in recent years. For example,
Clancey (1964b) gave it to be uncommon, even absent through-
out the year, in northern KwaZulu-Natal. The range is expand-
ing in Lesotho, where thefirst record wasin 1972 (Bonde 1993).
The Paradise Flycatcher' s acceptance of plantations of dientrees
and gardens must have dlowed it to expand itsrange. Its conser-
vaion gatus appears to be secure.

D.N. Johnson and M. Herremans
Recorded in 1610 grid cells, 35.5%

Total number of records: 26 283
Mean reporting rate for range: 23.8%

Reporting rates for vegetation types
% (? 25 50

East Coast Littoral 42.1 m—
Miombo 41.3 m———
Moist Woodland 32.4 s
E Zimbabwe Highlands 31.5 s
Afromontane Forest 28.2 m—
Okavango 27.1 s
Arid Woodland 26.3
Valley Bushveld 24.7 s—
Mopane 21.0 m—
Sour Grasslands 18.1 s
Fynbos 12.0 s
Northern Kalahari 8.9
Mixed Grasslands 8.5 mmm
Sweet Grasslands 6.3 mm
Nama Karoo 3.5 m
Grassy Karoo 1.8 =
Namibian Escarpment 1.3
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Models of seasonality for Zones. Number of records (top to bottom, left to right):
Occurrence: 262, 10, 6, 473, 2759, 2390, 2755, 755; Breeding: 32, 11, 0, 132, 336, 611, 281, 134.
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Seasonal distribution maps; one-degree grid.



